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Today’s	  Water	  Management	  Challenge:	  	  
A	  Tale	  of	  Two	  Extremes	  

TOO	  MUCH	  
Folsom	  Reservoir,	  1976	  
TOO	  LITTLE	  
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Hoping	  for	  the	  Best	  
Planning	  for	  the	  Worst	  

2015	  Drought	  Con+ngency	  Plan	   Emergency	  Drought	  Barriers	  
Programma+c	  PermiGng	  	  

•  Required	  by	  SWRCB	  
•  Due	  January	  15,	  2015	  
•  Only	  addresses	  2015	  water	  year	  
•  Includes	  Drought	  Barriers	  under	  

the	  Driest	  of	  Scenarios	  

•  Suggested	  by	  stakeholders	  in	  2014	  
•  Could	  be	  acQvated	  in	  next	  10	  

years	  
•  Addresses	  impacts	  	  
•  Gets	  early	  permits	  
•  Includes	  CEQA	  
•  Includes	  Federal	  Permits	  
•  Permits	  must	  be	  acQvated	  before	  

use	  
•  Could	  be	  used	  in	  2015	  under	  the	  

Driest	  of	  Scenarios	  
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The	  Decision	  to	  Install	  	  
Emergency	  Drought	  Barriers	  

The	  Real	  Time	  Drought	  
OperaQons	  Team	  (RTDOT):	  
	  
•  State	  Water	  Resource	  Control	  Board	  
•  Department	  of	  Water	  Resources	  
•  Department	  of	  Fish	  and	  Wildlife	  
•  US	  Bureau	  of	  ReclamaQon	  
•  US	  Fish	  and	  Wildlife	  Service	  
•  NaQonal	  Marine	  Fisheries	  Service	  
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What	  Will	  It	  Take	  to	  Dodge	  This?	  
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Modeling	  Results	  for	  Extremely	  Dry	  Year	  –	  
Salinity	  (EC)	  at	  Rock	  Slough	  
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Modeling	  Results	  for	  Extremely	  Dry	  Year	  –	  
Salinity	  at	  Old	  River	  at	  Highway	  4	  
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Modeling	  Results	  for	  Extremely	  Dry	  Year	  –	  
Salinity	  at	  Rio	  Vista	  
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Modeling	  Results	  for	  Extremely	  Dry	  Year	  –	  
Salinity	  at	  Barker	  Slough	  
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Barrier	  Impacts	  to	  Recrea+on	  
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Changes	  to	  Stage	  with	  Three	  Barriers	  

Change	  in	  low-‐low	  +de	  
	  
Light	  blue	  –	  No	  change	  
	  
Yellow	  –	  up	  to	  a	  foot	  
	  
Red	  –	  up	  to	  1.5	  feet	  
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How	  to	  Comment	  on	  the	  
Mi+gated	  Nega+ve	  Declara+on	  

Comments may be emailed to: 
DWREDBCOMMENTS@water.ca.gov  
 
Or mailed to: 
Jacob McQuirk, Supervising Engineer, Bay-Delta Office,  
California Department of Water Resources,  
P.O. Box 942836,  
Sacramento, CA   94236.  
 
Fax to: (916) 653-6077.  
 
Comments must be submitted by 5 p.m. on 
February 25, 2015. March 6, 2015	  
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Ques+ons?	  


